
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



February 26, 1909 248 

Report on -plague in Calcutta during the year 1908 — General plague 
conditions — Precautions against infection by rats. 

The following is received from Consul-Genera] Michael, under date 
of Januaiy 14: 

The history of plague in Calcutta dates back to 1896, a period of 
only twelve years, and officially to 1898. During that period it has 
carried off over 60,000 victims notwithstanding the strenuous efforts of 
the plague department of the Calcutta corporation to organize measures 
for stamping out the disease. 

The report by the special health officer to the corporation for the 
year ended June 30, 1908, states that the plague mortalitjr for the year 
was the lowest on record since plague first visited this city. A strik- 
ing feature of this report is the statement of the fact that the virulence 
of the disease suddenly subsided at the height of the epidemic. This 
will be better understood when it is explained that there are two well- 
defined periods, the "quiescent" and the "active." The latter extends 
from March to June; and it was in April, 1908, that there was a sud- 
den cessation in its virulence. The health officer accounts for this as 
follows: "The reduced mortality seems to have been due to the less- 
ened severity of the outbreak and not to an equal reduction in mor- 
tality throughout the successive stages of the recrudescence." 

During the period of the year when Calcutta is comparatively free 
from plague the disease has in most years been rife in some of the 
provincial towns. This goes to show that Calcutta is not the infecting 
center and that the annual recrudescence commences earlier in certain 
provincial areas than it does in this city. During the past year, for 
example, the disease developed severely in Saran, Shahabad, Mozaf- 
ferpur, Patna, and Monghyr for many weeks in advance of Calcutta. 
This is borne out by the fact that the number of cases imported into 
the city was as large during the "quiescent" period as in the "active." 
The impression, therefore, that the officers of the plague department 
are occupied only during the "active" period is founded upon a mis- 
conception of their duties. Their inquiries into the causes of all deaths 
occurring in the city, except hospital cases and deaths from cholera and 
smallpox, continue steadily throughout the year. With the heightened 
mortality of the plague their work increases, and it becomes necessary 
to appoint other temporary officers to meet the situation. The work 
of disinfection is now carried on very thoroughly, but there was little 
difference in the incidence of plague throughout the city during the 
past year as compared with previous outbreaks. The northern half 
of the <Aty was, as usual, much more severely attacked than other 
portions, but the report says, " not a ward in the city escaped. The 
southern wards were proportionately less affected than previously, but 
there was the same tendency for certain wards to be attacked as before." 
^ The tables relating to the incidence of the disease tnrow a curious 
light on the indiscriminate nature of the attacks. "From 20 to 60 
years," says the report, "there seems to be an equal susceptibility to 
the disease. Youth is a small protection, but old age none. The mor- 
tality is greater at the extremes of life, and especially in old age." 
The "caste" tables show that Hindus are more susceptible to the dis- 
ease than Mohammedans and Christians, the deaths being 1,458, 345, 
and 5, respectively. 
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An important step taken during the past year was a decision to com- 
pel the owners of grain go-downs to pave their floors in order to pre- 
vent the ingress of rats. The committee appointed by the local 
government to revise the Calcutta building regulations recommended 
that the floors of all warehouses used for the storage of articles intended 
for human consumption should be paved with some impermeable mate- 
rial. This recommendation was carried out during the year under 
report. There is now some hope that rats will be excluded from these 
centers of infection. 

ITALY. 

Report from Naples — Inspection of vessels and examination of emi- 
grants at Naples and Genoa— Smallpox at Naples — Status of small- 
pox in Italy. 

Assistant Surgeon Wollenberg reports, February 2: 

Vessels inspected at Naples and Genoa, week ended January SO. 

NAPLES. 



Date. 


Name of ship. 


Destination. 


Steerage 

passengers 

inspected 

and passed. 


Pieces of 
baggage in- 
spected and 
passed. 


Pieces of 

baggage 

dis- 
infected. 


Jan. 24 


Barbarossa 


New York 


973 


80 


1,350 


25 




2-") 






l.iii 
1,104 


70 
45 


1,650 
1,280 


27 




28 


Snowdonian 




28 


Hamburg 


.. do.. 


882 


90 

711 


1,450 
1 520 


28 




do 




Total 




1 






5,355 


355 


7,250 
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GENOA. 



Jan. 24 Duca di Geuova . 



New York . 



1,259 



930 



Rejections recommended. 

NAPLES. 



Date. 


Name of ship. 


Trachoma. 


Favus. 


Suspected 
trachoma. 


Suspected 
favus. 


Other 
causes. 


Total. 


Jan. 24 


Barbarossa 


29 


2 


14 


1 


4 


50 


26 


Italia 




25 




25 
25 


3 
3 


16 
8 


1 


10 
4 


55 


27 


Canopic 


40 


28 


Snowdonian 






28 




20 
26 


2 
2 


16 

8 


1 


3 
8 


42 


28 


Indiana 


44 




Total 








125 


12 


62 


3 


29 


231 









GENOA. 



Jan. 24 Duca di Genova . 



24 



45 



